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White Pass... THEN AND 
NOW 


It was 1898 and the mad stampede to the 
Klondike was at fever pitch. The magic power of 
gold was rampaging through the great cities 
and quiet communities of Canada and the 
United States like a tidal wave. Nothing could 
stop it. 

Tens of thousands of black-suited and 
bowler-hatted men poured into the west coast 
ports thinking only of the gold they would glean 
from the Klondike creeks. They burst through the 
shipping companies’ barricades and surged on 
to the ticket agents to argue and haggle for 
passage to Skagway — a Klondike gold rush 
boomtown that was known even then as the 
“Gateway to the North”. 

White Pass railway people stormed the 
beaches with the rest, and thrust north through 
the coastal mountains, seeking the shortest and 
most economical rail route between the Yukon 
and the sea. After completing five separate 
surveys in aS many weeks they found it. Then 
they built the railway. 


They blasted and hacked their way through 
solid granite, bridged the rivers, and laid cold 
steel from Skagway to the top of the pass and 
beyond. There were engineers on the spot who 
shook their heads wisely and proclaimed that it 
couldn't be done, but in just over two years the 
railway builders drove home the last spike. On 
that day, July 29, 1900, Skagway, Alaska and 
Whitehorse, Yukon, were joined together by a 
permanent band of steel. The White Pass & 
Yukon Railway — the railway that couldn’t be 
built — was away and running... 
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It has been running 
ever since. 

It ran through the post 
gold rush years, through 
World War |, the Roaring 
Twenties, the Hungry Thirties, 
World War II, the Forties, the 
: Fifties. It never stopped. 

Today, White Pass is a fully integrated 
ship-train-truck containerized transporta- 
tion system built to support the industrial 
and domestic life of the continental north- 
west. The company is recognized as a world te Gs 
leader in containerization, having introduced the ANCHORAGE‘ 
container concept of freight handling in 1955, Z he ee 
when it launched the first vessel in the world 
designed and built from the keel up as a container g 

Two ultra-modern container ships followed - 
the Frank H. Brown 
and the Klongit 
with the eavy 
duty trucks, new and 
advanced container 
concepts, and a fleet of 
powerful diesel 
locomotives. Then in the 
late sixties we re-shaped 
Skagway’s shoreline and built a huge Bulk 
Storage and Loading Terminal — turning the old 
gold rush town of Skagway into a modern 
international port 

White Pass has now been operating 
in the north for over seventy-seven years, 

a good record by any standards. We know the 
country, the people, the climate, and the special | 
techniques required to operate day in and day | 
out in a sub-Arctic environment. 

Today, over 1,000 White Pass men and women 
work the ships, trains, 
trucks, docks, terminals, 
pipelines and tank farms 
which, combined, 
constitute White Pass — 
the north’s premier 
“total transportation” 
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Ships 


Sailing ships and seagulls — propeller blades 
and tides! 

Hardly symbols of the great northern interior 
you say? Don’t you believe it. The northlands 
have been associated with the sea ever since 
the Klondike gold rush, and before that if the 
truth were known. 

Over the years there have been many ships in 
the service of the Yukon and the north. They 
sailed the rugged British Columbia coast 
between Vancouver and Skagway, where freight 
was — and still is — trans-shipped by White 
Pass rail facilities to Whitehorse in the Yukon. 

But the first vessel built solely for the 
Canadian north’s ocean commerce was the 
White Pass & Yukon Route’s 4,000 ton container 
ship CLIFFORD J ROGERS, which was placed 
in service in 1955. Now retired, this ship played 
a vital role in the development and subsequent 
application of the then little known ‘container 
concept’ of freight handling — a technique that 
has since been adopted by transportation 
companies throughout the world. 


In this, as in other freight handling methods, 
White Pass has been a world leader. In fact, the 
Yukon and northern British Columbia were the 
first areas in the world to be served by a fully 
integrated ship-train-truck containerized 
transportation system. 

Trading by the sea calls for experienced 
sailors, modern docks, and the most advanced 
material handling equipment. It calls for 
experimentation and research to ensure maximum 
efficiency at competitive rates. All of these 
customer-serving elements are an integral part 
of the White Pass ocean services. They are built 
in, 

The old CLIFFORD J. ROGERS was replaced 
in 1965 by the ultra-modern 6900 ton FRANK H. 
BROWN which was shortly followed by her 
sister ship, the KLONDIKE. 

Both ships are 394 feet long, 70 feet wide, 
and have a speed of 13.5 knots. Their holds 
incorporate specially designed “container cells” 
which form part of the ships’ structure, thereby 
making both the ships and their containers an 
fully integrated shipping unit. 





Each ship is equipped with an inboard Munck 
gantry crane capable of lifting up to 80,000 
pounds at an overall reach of 60 feet from the 
centerline of the ship. In addition to hoisting 
containers the gantry crane Is easily adapted to 
handling heavy equipment such as trucks, 
Carriers, or any non-containerized heavy freight. 

Huge “straddle carriers” which can straddle a 
truck or a railway flat car, transport the loaded 
containers to the ships where they are lifted 
aboard: 25 tons of containerized freight being 
loaded approximately every three minutes. 

Sixty-five hours after leaving Vancouver 
northbound freight arrives at Skagway, Alaska. 
The arms of the gantry crane swing out, and in 
minutes container loads of freight are being 
discharged onto waiting White Pass flat cars for 
onward shipment to railhead at Whitehorse, 
Yukon, and on to final destination by truck. 

After completing the discharge of northbound 
cargo White Pass reverses the procedure and 
takes on a southbound cargo of silver, lead, 
Zinc, copper and-asbestos for distribution to 
world markets through the port of Vancouver. 

This two-ship White Pass Ocean Service 
provides shippers with a low-cost, reliable, 
scheduled weekly northbound and southbound 
ocean link between Vancouver and the north. It 
has no equal. 


Over the years White Pass ships have carried 
every conceivable household item from fresh 
tomatoes to window glass. They have 
transported everything from a geologist’s bag of 
rock samples to the entire mineral production of 
northern mines. They have rescued fisherman in 
distress, helped miners, oilmen, flyers and the 
clergy. They have participated in mine 
developments, construction of all types, 
experimental and commercial farming. Northern 
songs have been written about them and both 
the FRANK H. BROWN and the KLONDIKE have 
played significant roles in two award-winning 
films. Their appearances on television have 
been numerous, and writers of all kinds have 
woven a little of their charms into their northern 
narratives. 

This is the White Pass Ocean Service. It is 
more than a transportation system. It is a 
northern institution. 

It is at your service. 
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Trains 


The White Pass & Yukon Railway has been 
hauling freight in and out of the Yukon and the 
north for over seventy-five years. This alone is 
one of its highest recommendations. It has 
earned many others. 

The railway was built to serve the Klondike 
gold rush. That was a long time ago. But during 
the intervening years the railway has remained 
the Yukon’s shortest and most economical route 
to the sea. There is no shorter way. Indeed, the 
railway follows the route of the Sourdoughs 
through the White Pass. The early gold seekers 
knew the lay of the land, and they made sure 
they didn’t pack their loads of supplies a foot 
further than necessary. This is the White Pass & 
Yukon Railway today: The shortest and most 
economical route between the Yukon and the 
sea. 

British money financed it. American 
engineering designed it. Canadian contracting 
built it. It travels across both Canadian and 
American territory. It is international in every 
respect, and one of the.most interesting railway 
operations in existence. It has been. a 
fundamental factor in the development of the 
north. It still is. 


The railway’s operational headquarters and 
maintenance shops are located in Skagway, 
Alaska. Half of the train crews are American and 
half are Canadian. In fact it is said that there are 
three nationalities in the north — Americans, 
Canadians and White Passers. Their job Is to 
get the freight through, and they have never 
failed to deliver the goods. They are a special 
breed, many of them being direct descendants 
of the men and women who punched the railway 
through the coastal mountains before the turn of 
the century. Running the railway is more than a 
job, it is part of their lives. 

The modern diesel locomotives they operate 
are also a special breed. They are custom-built 
to handle the sub-Arctic winter weather and the 
coastal range of mountains. 

When the White Pass container ships arrive at 
Skagway, a White Pass freight train, composed 
of up to four heavy-duty diesel locomotives and 
a string of flat cars, stand ready and waiting. 
Within minutes container loads of freight are 
discharged from the ship and placed on the flat 
Cars — one container per car. Then the train 
pulls out for Whitehorse, Yukon, 110 miles to the 
north. It is a smooth operation. 
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Everyday, container trains head up the pass 
loaded with freight for the north’s mines, 
communities, construction sites, and exploration 
projects. At the same time southbound trains 
leave Whitehorse loaded with silver, lead, zinc, 
copper and asbestos — all bound for world 
markets from the north’s growing mining 
industry. 

The White Pass railway is modern, efficient 
and reliable. Its roadbed is solid and well 
maintained. To accommodate increasing traffic 
heavier rail is being laid in key areas. Rail 
maintenance never stops. 

At Skagway the southbound train delivers 
silver, lead and zinc concentrates to the 
company’s huge multi-million dollar Bulk Storage 
and Loading Terminal, which is capable of 
storing 100,000 tons of mineral concentrates. 
But the turnover is rapid. Overseas bulk carriers 
steam into Skagway on schedule and take on 
30,000 to 35,000 tons at a crack, and then head 
out to. sea for West Germany and Japan. 

Copper, silver,lead, zinc, and asbestos are 
also loaded into White-Pass container ships at 
the White Pass Skagway Freight Terminal for 
onward shipment to Vancouver and the markets 
of the world. 

It is a big operation, and it grows bigger every 
year. 


But freight and mine products are not all the 
White Pass railway carries. Every year 
thousands of northern travellers “follow the Trail 
of '98” in a White Pass passenger view coach. 
They pass through some of the most 
spectacular scenery and historic country in the 
north. 

But whether it's passengers or thousands of 
tons of mineral concentrates, the White Pass 
railway rolls out of the stations and freight yards 
with a sense of purpose. The diesel exhausts 
rise in tempo, the whistle blows, the dogs bark 
and the townspeople check their watches. The 
White Pass is at work and on its way with 
another load of passengers — another trainload 
of products from the mines. 

This is the White Pass. This is railroading in 
the far north, and right from the beginning the 
White Pass justly earned a reputation for 
innovation, dependability and integrity. 

It is a reputation we aim to keep by providing 
our customers the best transportation available 
to and from the north — at the lowest possible 
cost. But that is not all. Our team of 
transportation specialists stand ready to help 
you... fully supported by one of the most 


_ reliable and versatile transportation systems in 


existence. 





Trucks 


Two major Canadian truck fleets, one of which 
combines with an Alaska-based highway 
operation, constitute the trucking arm of the 
White Pass integrated transportation 
system. 

These fleets serve Alberta, Northern British 
Columbia, the Mackenzie Valley, Yukon and 
Alaska. They operate day and night, winter and 


summer, 365 days a year, on or off the highway. 


Operating over the north’s growing network of 
highways, White Pass trucks are engaged in 
every type of trucking operations from pick up 
and delivery*to heavy equipment hauling: 
low-boys, high-boys, stakes, racks, heated and 
refrigerated vans. 

White Pass is a custom-bonded common and 
contract carrier, with daily interline connections 
with other major Canadian and United States 
transportation systems. 

Combine this with careful handling of freight 
by experienced drivers and terminal personnel, 
and you have a complete trucking service 
capable of handling every type of trucking 
operation — anywhere throughout the 
continental northwest. 


One of the two major truck fleets is located in 
Whitehorse, Yukon. It provides a complete 
trucking service throughout the Yukon and 
northern British Columbia. Goods shipped to the 
north via White Pass integrated ocean-rail 
services from Vancouver to Skagway are 
transferred from train to truck at Whitehorse for 
local delivery — or onward shipment to the 
growing communities that dot the landscape, or 
to the mines and mining development projects in 
the north’s mineral-bearing areas. 











This fleet is an integral part of the White Pass 
ship-train-truck container service between 
Vancouver and all points in the Yukon and 
northern British Columbia. It is fully supported by 
a network of freight terminal facilities, and 
heavy maintenance and repair shops in 
Whitehorse. 

In addition to hauling freight into the north, 
White Pass Whitehorse-based trucks also move 
the Yukon’s processed mineral resources from 
mines to railhead at Whitehorse. Tens of 
thousands of tons of mine products are shipped 
out of the north every month, using innovative 
equipment, specially designed containers, and 
sophisticated interface material handling 
facilities located at Whitehorse and Skagway. 

The second of the two major truck fleets is 
based in Edmonton, Alberta and is operated by 
Loiselle Transport — a wholly owned 
White Pass Company. 

Loiselle Transport offers a complete range of 
highway equipment enabling it to undertake any 
type of light or heavy hauling between 
Edmonton and any point in the continental 
northwest — including the Mackenzie Valley, the 
Athabasca Tar Sands, northern British Columbia, 
Alaska Highway communities and, through 
interline arrangements with Pioneer Alaska 
Express Inc., into Alaska and the oil rich North 
Slope. 
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The Whitehorse-based fleet, combined with 
Loiselle Transport and Pioneer Alaska Express, 
offer shippers an experienced and reliable 
highway transportation service that is equipped 
with the finest truck units that money can buy. 

But there is more to White Pass truck services 
than equipment alone. Equipment means little 
without experienced people who are interested 
in their company, their work, and their 
customers. Our people are experienced and 
dedicated to the north and its progress. It's a 
land that gets into your blood. There is nothing 
routine about northern operations or climate, and 
its a land where people are interdependent. 
White Pass people understand this land; they 
expect the unexpected and know how to deal 
with it. And that is something to think about 
when shipping into the far reaches of the 
continental northwest. 

Our northern trucking know-how is yours for 


the asking. We have a lot to offer. 
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Tomorrow 


What of the north’s future? 

It has never looked better or more assured. 
Mineral production continues to increase. 
Prospecting is on the upswing. There is talk of 
oil, gas, pipelines, Athabasca Tar Sands, the 
Mackenzie Valley and Alaska’s North Slope. 
Every day the demand for new sources of 
energy brings the whole sweep of the northlands 
into sharper focus. 

The travel industry in Alaska, Northwest 
Territories and the Yukon continues to increase 
and expand. To support this fast-growing 
northern industry, new hotels, motels, are being 
constructed and existing service industry 
facilities are being expanded. Tour ships calling 
at Alaskan ports are on the increase — and the 
White Pass passenger list continues to grow 
longer every year. 

People are coming to the north in 
ever-increasing numbers. They bring with them 
new ideas. Some come for a holiday and never 
leave. The population of cities, towns and 


communities continue to grow. Roots grow 
deeper with every passing year. 

Keeping pace with these developments — 
and often leading it — the White Pass & Yukon 
Route encourages and supports the growth of 
the north through programs of creative 
community involvement, and the development 
and application of transportation techniques and 
systems that have earned it a reputation that is 
second to none throughout the western world. 

We are confident, as we have always been 
confident, that the north is about to embark on 
an era of development which will surpass 
anything the company, or the north, has seen in 
the past. 

White Pass is an active partner in the 
progress of the north. We take the north 
seriously. Transportation is our job, development 
is our goal, service is our creed. 

This is the continental northwest. This is where 
we work. 
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